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illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: . . . shall oercome; no more, I pray you, sir. --And what delights, pray you be liberal In
your relation, hath the country life AGorded you Giov. All pleasures, gracious madam, But the happiness to
converse with your sweet virtues. I had a grave instructor, and my hours Designed to serious studies yielded me
Pleasure with profit in the knowledge of What before I was ignorant in; the Signior, Carolo de Charomonte,
being skilful To guide me through the labyrinth of wild passions, That laboured to imprison my free soul A slave
to vicious sloth. Fior. You speak him well. Giov. But short of his deserts. Then for the time Of recreation, I was
allowed (Against the form followed by jealous parents In Italy) full liberty to partake His daughters sweet
society. Shes a virgin Happy in all endowments which a poet Could fancy in his mistress; being herself A school
of goodness where chaste maids may learn, Without the aid of foreign principles, By the example of her life and
pureness, To be as she is, excellent. I but give you A brief epitome of her virtues, which, Dilated on at large, and
to their merit, Would make an ample story. Fior. Your whole age, So spent with such a father, and a daughter,
Could not be tedious to you. Giov. True, great princess: And now, since you have pleased to grant the hearing Of
my times expense in the country, give me leave To entreat the...
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