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Yet the extravagant fear which some Reciters conceive for serious subjects is as intense as it is illusory. At a
public F ete organised for the relief of the wives and widows of soldiers, fighting and killed in the Boer and
British war, the Author heard one of the Gordon League Ballads delivered by a gentleman, a well-known
professional Reciter, who had chosen it to close a programme of light and lively items. He had carefully cut out
every line in it which contained either pathetic or moral sentiment, and he gave his hearers, most ably, another
sketch which was pure comedy from beginning to end. The majority present, not knowing the story in its
entirety, laughed and applauded a few, amongst whom was the Author, knowing it well, experienced a
sensation of painful disappointment. In subsequent conversation on the subject, the Reciter explained that he
imagined his hearers were gathered together for the purpose of diversion only, and would resent a single
sentence which breathed pathos or solemnity, or savoured - ever so lightly - of the pulpit. I could not introduce
a reference to the Bible, he said frankly. Theyxviii. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original,
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast...
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