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"Barnes & Noble Classics "pulls together a constellation of influences-biographical, historical, and literary-to
enrich each reader's understanding of these enduring works. Written before but published after "The Red
Badge of Courage," Stephen Crane's "Maggie: A Girl of the Streets" offers a stark image of the underbelly of
urban American life at the end of the nineteenth century. Maggie Johnson, a lovely innocent too slight to carry
the weight of poverty, dreams of escaping New York's Bowery and the casual cruelty of her alcoholic family.
After her younger brother dies, she runs off with Pete, a bartender with pretensions to wealth and culture. But
Pete himself is easily seduced by theseemingly sophisticated Nellie, and Maggie finds herself abandoned in the
unforgiving metropolis. Publishers feared that Crane's portrait of brutal fathers swilling away their lives...
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