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to write a few words of introduction to this volume by my former teacher, A. W. Bickerton, for many years
Professor of Physics and Chemistry in Canterbury College, University of New Zealand. | do so from the personal
rather than the scientific standpoint, for | can lay no claim to be regarded in any way as an authority on
astronomical matters, although, | trust, | take that intelligent interest in the subject which is possible for one
who is a specialist in another branch of science. More than thirty years ago Professor Bickerton published in the
New Zealand Philosophical Institute a theory to account for the origin and life history of new stars. These stars
suddenly appear in the heavens, increase in brilliancy for some time, and then in the course of a few months or
years disappear from view. It is now thought by many that the birth of new stars must be due to some kind of
impact between two celestial bodies. This point of view was taken thirty years ago by Professor Bickerton.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the
aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated
in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that
remain are intentionally left to preserve...
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