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his equinoctial mood, might say-- Great I must call them, for
they conquered me. There is a passage in Byron, often selected
for quotation, in which, towards the close of his greatest poem,
he brings the power and immensity of the sea into contrast with
the weakness and littleness of man. The charm of verse has, in
our opinion, seldom been more abused than in this splenetic
pecan to the brute strength Counties; smile. of winds and waves,
leaving, as it does, unnoticed the great fact of their habitual
submission to the moral and intellectual powers of man. To
make the pervading sentiment of these famous stanzas as sound
as their cadence is sonorous, shipwreck should be the rule, and
safe passage the exception. Among the greatest assertions of
that qualified supremacy which Providence has delegated to the
human race over the destructive...
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