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In this country, the attention of many persons has been recently called to this important question. A careful
examination of the precepts of the Gospel, and of the principles and practice of the apostolic Church, has
resulted in a full and unwavering conviction in many minds, that war is incompatible with the duty and
obligations of Christians. The consequences to be expected from the pacific principles of the primitive
Christians, fully appears in the history of the Church during its first period. They abstained from war; they made
no resistance; they offered no violence. Under this passive and inoffensive character Christianity rapidly
overspread the Roman empire; and it was acknowledged by a Roman emperor, when he wielded the military
force of forty legions, that, should the Christians resort to arms, their numbers were sufficient to overturn his
empire. Yet, in the reign of Dioclesian, in a genera! persecution of ten years, myriads of Christians were put to
death, without offering resistance or resorting to means of defence. But Christianity still gaining ground upon
heathenism, and Uniting wealth, numbers, and influence, at length ascended the throne of the Caesars, and the
empire became professedly Christian. If in the purest state of the Church, when under disgrace and persecution,
many false professors were found, it may be presumed that, as she rose to power and splendour, and began to
Offer allurements to ambition, and changed her robes of humility for the imperial purple, her ranks were
crowded by men, who preferred to...
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