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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION: THE History of the English Language,
as distinct from that of its Literature, constitutes a separate division of the English department at the Civil
Service and other Government examinations. An effort has been made in the following pages to throw into as
small a space as possible all such matter as is needed to meet the requirements of that single head. Indeed the
present work was actually suggested by, and has been wholly planned on, the very first question on the English
language put to the candidates at the July examinations, 1858. However abstruse, however varied, or seemingly
superfluous, the matter herein contained, it is but an answer, and that far from complete, to this remarkable
question: - Give a distinct account of the constitution of the English language, in respect both of the vocabulary
and of the grammar, at each of the following dates: in the tenth century, when it was still what is usually called
Saxon or Anglo-Saxon by modern philologists (see the whole of Sec. IL); in the twelfth (Sec. Ill.); in the
fourteenth (Sec. V.); in the sixteenth and in the eighteenth (Sec. VI.); noting carefully the difference between
each stage of its progress, and the immediate preceding one, and assigning the cause or causes of the change.
But, while the whole book is thus occupied in dealing with this formidable query, it may have incidentally
disposed of others less exacting in their nature, ex. gr. second: - Describe clearly and exactly the position and
connection of the English language (regarded in its earliest known form, which is still its basis or mould), in
what is called the Indo-European...
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